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trips would be necessitated to give the public the benefit
of a quicker and more plentiful service. Similarly, if
receipts were low and the buses ran empty, fewer trips
could be provided, thus economising expenditure. The
Developmental Section has to interest itself in these
matters and acts as a sort of Research Department. Its
function is similar to that of the scientist who deduces
conclusions from data furnished. The head of that section
will have to investigate whether the fare charged is just
and whether a slight concession shown in the rate would
draw in increased receipts. He has also to observe from the
information furnished at what hour the peak-traffic offers
and at what parts of the day traffic is slack. All these, he
has got to collect and collate in the preparation of the
Time and Fare Tables which are of great importance in
all transport undertakings.
The mechanical side of the Department consists of the
Transport Superintendent, who supervises the general
work, and the Garage Engineer on a, salary of Es. 100-5-125,
The lower staff consists of three Driver mechanics, 20
Fitters and 10 Fitter Coolies. These apart, there are 24
cleaners. Thus, the operating side is kept distinct from
the mechanical side and skilled workers are employed for
looking to the mechanical upkeep of the vehicles and to
the repairs thereof. A new garage has been recently
built at Alwaye besides the one at Quilon. The usual life
of a bus is about a quarter of a million miles and there is
need for a complete overhaul every 50,000 miles of
running. The State Transport buses had to be overhauled
only after they had run 70,000 owing to the troublous
times consequent on the outbreak of political disturbances
in the State which resulted in some loss to the Transport
Department. The general standard of mechanical effi-
ciency is not very high, though a few of the workmen
belonging to the " Archarya " community show great